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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

1 1.1 Identify key
recovery blocks
and key corridors.

Complete FY 2000 - FY 2004 FY 2000 - FY 2004 National Wildlife
Refuge , Lower
Mississippi Valley
Ecosystem Plan
(USFWS) , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries , Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological Services

Management:
Planning

Internal Technical
Assistance

Use GIS and use
results of task 4.2.
The first Black Bear
Habitat
Conservation
Planning Maps for
Louisiana were
adopted for use in
2000 and are
periodically
updated. The most
recent version,
2005, is currently
being updated.
Similar maps have
been developed
and are in use in
Mississippi.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

1 1.2 Develop landowner
protection of bear
habitat.

Ongoing Current FY 2000 - FY 2004 National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries , Private
land or timber land
owners and land
managers , Region
4 - Ecological
Services, Natural
Resource
Conservation
Service

Management:
General

Internal Field
Assistance

Accomplished
through use of:
Conservation
agreements (e.g.,
WRP,PFW, etc.) by
various
groups/programs.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 1.3 Enhance, restore,
and manage bear
habitat.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, National
Wildlife Refuge ,
Reality (USFWS) ,
Lower Mississippi
Valley Ecosystem
Plan (USFWS) ,
Black Bear
Conservation
Committee , State
Wildlife
Management Area
(LDWF) , Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries , Private
land or timber land
owners and land
managers , Region
4 - Ecological
Services, Natural
Resource
Conservation
Service

Acquisition:
General

Internal Field
Assistance

Use the BBCC
Black Bear
Management
Handbook
(completed in
October 1992 and
periodically
updated) as a
guide. It was last
updated in 2005.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 1.4 Develop,
implement, and
evaluate habitat
restoration plan

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 FY 2000 - FY 2004 U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,
National Wildlife
Refuge , Reality
(USFWS) , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries , Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Private land or
timber land owners
and land managers
, Region 4 -
Ecological Services

Management:
General

Internal
Administrative

Incorporate task
1.1. Black Bear
Habitat
Conservation
Planning Maps
adopted for use in
2000.  The BBCC
Black Bear
Management
handbook was
completed in 1997
and updated in
2005.  The BBCC
Black Bear
Restoration plan
was completed in
1997 and updated
in 2007.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

1 1.5 Protect habitat to
support long-term
survival of bear
populations.

Ongoing Current FY 2000 - FY 2004 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, National
Wildlife Refuge ,
Reality (USFWS) ,
Lower Mississippi
Valley Ecosystem
Plan (USFWS) ,
Black Bear
Conservation
Committee , State
Wildlife
Management Area
(LDWF) , Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries , Private
land or timber land
owners and land
managers , Region
4 - Ecological
Services, Natural
Resource
Conservation
Service

Acquisition:
General

Internal Field
Assistance

Incorporate tasks
1.1, 3.1 and use
results of 4.2.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

1 2.1 Disseminate bear
status, recovery,
and management
information.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, National
Wildlife Refuge ,
Black Bear
Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, Texas
Parks and Wildlife,
East Texas Black
Bear Task Force

Management:
General, Other:
Information and
Education

Contract The BBCC, BEaR
group of
Mississippi, and the
East Texas Black
Bear Task Force,
the  three state
agencies and the
Service actively
conduct public
education activities
through such
events as
workshops, public
speaking,
brochures, and
festivals.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 2.2 Reduce illegal
killing through
education.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,
Animal Damage
Control (USDA) ,
National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks , Region
4 - Ecological
Services, Region 4
- Law Enforcement

Management:
Other, Other:
Information and
Education

Contract Multi-partner
Nuisance Bear
Contingency Plan
signed on October
20, 1994.  Two
Annual Festivals,
one each in
Mississippi and
Louisiana also help
educate the public.
In 2009, the LDWF
made increasing
public
understanding of
bear an outreach
priority and begun
implemntation
through public
meetings and
workshops.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 2.3 Reduce human-
bear conflict
through education.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 Animal Damage
Control (USDA) ,
National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, Region 4
- Law Enforcement

Other: Information
and Education

Contract, Internal
Administrative,
Internal Field
Assistance, Internal
Technical
Assistance,
Species Expert

Use Multi-partner
Nuisance Bear
Contingency Plan
(signed in October
1994) as guide.  In
2007, St. Mary
Parish instituted
bear-proof garbage
containers in 2007;
a significant step to
reducing conflict in
the lower
Atchafalaya Basin
population.
Beginning in 2009,
the LDWF has
been implementing
nuisance bear
abatement through
a community
development
program in St. Mary
Parish.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 2.4 Identify bear
management
incentives for
private landowners
and distribute.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks , Natural
Resources
Conservation
Service , Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, Natural
Resource
Conservation
Service, Texas
Parks and Wildlife,
East Texas Black
Bear Task Force

Management:
Other, Other:
Information and
Education

Internal Field
Assistance

The Service,
through its Partners
for Fish and Wildlife
 Program, the
BBCC through its
Private Lands
programs, the MS
BEaR group and
the East Texas
Black Bear Task
Force assemble
and the LDWF
trhough thier
private landowner
programs
disseminate
information on
management
incentives to
private landowners.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 3.1 Enforce legal
protection of bears.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 National Wildlife
Refuge , Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks , Region
4 - Ecological
Services, Region 4
- Law Enforcement

Other: Information
and Education,
Other: Law
Enforcement

Internal Field
Assistance

Use existing
program funding.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 3.2 Coordinate record
keeping of bear
deaths.

Ongoing Current FY 2000 - FY 2004 FY 2008 Animal Damage
Control (USDA) ,
Black Bear
Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, Region 4
- Law Enforcement

Management:
Other

Internal Technical
Assistance

The Service, USGS
and LDWF, are
cooperating to
implement a web-
based web-based
data management
system for bear
sightings and
mortalities.
Historical and
current data are
being entered and
the program is in
the testing phase.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 3.3 Develop and
implement road
management
guidelines.

Ongoing Current FY 2000 - FY 2004 National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological Services

Management:
Other

Internal
Administrative

Road guidelines
have been
developed on a
case by case basis
for specific projects
and are modifed as
new data becomes
available.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 3.4 Develop and
implement bear
management plans.

Obsolete National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Private land or
timber land owners
and land managers
, Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, Texas
Parks and Wildlife,
East Texas Black
Bear Task Force

Work type not yet
selected

Internal
Administrative

Plans for Best
Management Units,
discussed in the
original BBCC
Black Bear
Restoration Plan
are obsolete and
have been replaced
by existing state-
wide plans (e.g.,
The BBCC
Restoration Plan
for LA, and the MS
and TX State Bear
Management
Plans).
Implementation and
monitoring of
statewide plans is
ongoing.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
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Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 3.5 Monitor results of
bear management
plans.

Obsolete National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Private land or
timber land owners
and land managers
, Region 4 -
Ecological Services

Management:
Other

Internal
Administrative

Ongoing activities
are for the
individual state
plans and not for
the obsolete BMUs.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 3.6 Review bear
management plans.

Obsolete National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Private land or
timber land owners
and land managers
, Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, Texas
Parks and Wildlife,
East Texas Black
Bear Task Force

Management:
Other

Internal
Administrative

The BBCC
restoration plan
was updated in
2007.  The MS and
TX plans were
completed in 2004
and 2005
respectively.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 4.1 Develop population
monitoring
techniques or
indices.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, National
Wildlife Refuge ,
Black Bear
Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Private land or
timber land owners
and land managers
, Region 4 -
Ecological Services

Research: General Contract LDWF has begun
investigating the
use of state-wide
bear hair survey
methodology
although such
monitoring has not
yet been
implemented. Data
collected during
ongoing population
studies will provide
information for
survey
development.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 4.2 Conduct population
viability analysis.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 FY 2013 U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,
National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, USGS
Southern
Appalachain Field
Laboratory at  UT

Research:
Demographic
Studies

Contract, Graduate
Student

LDWF -
UGSG(University of
Tennessee)
initiated population
viability studies in
Tensas River and
Upper Atchafalaya
basin in 2006 and
2007 respectively.
Those studies are
ongoing. In 2010,
LDWF-USGS (UT)
bagan a population
study of the lower
Atchafalaya Basin
subpopulation.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 4.3 Define viable
subpopulation
goals.

Ongoing Current FY 2006 FY 2013 U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,
National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, USGS
Southern
Appalachain Field
Laboratory at  UT

Research: General,
Research:
Population
Assessment

Contract, Graduate
Student

Update recovery
plan if warranted
based on results of
ongoing LDWF-
USGS(UT)
population viability
studies in Tensas
River, Upper and
Lower Atchafalaya
basins.
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 4.4 Evaluate population
indices and goals.

Ongoing Current FY 1995 - FY 1999 FY 2013 National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, USGS
Southern
Appalachain Field
Laboratory at  UT

Research Contract, Graduate
Student

These items are
currently being
addressed as part
of the LDWF-USGS
(UT)demographics
studies for the
Tensas, Upper and
Lowere Atchafalaya
River Basin
populations.

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

2 4.5 Develop corridor
guidelines.

Ongoing Current FY 2000 - FY 2004 U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service,
National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological Services

Management:
Planning

Contract, Internal
Technical
Assistance

These guidelines
have been
developed as part
of Task 1.1.  The
results have been
incorporated as
refined into tasks
1.1 and 3.3.
Additional
information
collected during
movement studies
will included as
appropriate (Task
4.6).
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Species Action Priority # Action # Action
Description

Action Status Est. Initiation Date Est. Completion
Date

Responsible
Parties

Work Type Labor Type Action Comments

Louisiana black
bear (Ursus
americanus
luteolus)

3 4.6 Study bear biology
and limiting factors.

Ongoing Current Prior to FY 1995 National Wildlife
Refuge , Black
Bear Conservation
Committee ,
Louisiana
Department of
Wildlife and
Fisheries ,
Mississippi
Department of
Wildlife, Fisheries
and Parks ,
UNIVersity
(Louisiana
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit,
UNIVersity of
Tennessee,
Louisiana State
UNIVersity,
Mississippi State
UNIVersity, Virginia
Cooperative Fish
and Wildlife
Research Unit) ,
Region 4 -
Ecological
Services, USGS
Southern
Appalachain Field
Laboratory at  UT

Research: General,
Research: Habitat
Requirements

Contract, Graduate
Student

USGS (UT)
completed studies
on the biology of
bears and habitat
from 2001 to 2005.
LA State University
(LSU) completed
four studies: (1 &2)
aspects of the
repatriation project;
(3)the effectiveness
of aversive
conditioning;  and
(4) den site selction
and use.  In 2009,
USGS
(UT)completed a
study of the effects
of Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita on
coastal Louisiana
black  bear habitat.
In 2009, Mississippi
State U. initiated
studies of bear
movements and
habitat use in MS.
A habitat suitability
study (initiated in
2007)by Stepehn F.
Austin University  is
ongoing in
northeastern
Texas. In 2009 the
MDWF and
University of
Mississippi using
GPS collars in
order to investigate
movements and the
possible barriers to
movement.  In
2010 the LDWF
and USGS
(University of
Tennessee) began
placing GPS collars
on bears  to collect
similar data.
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